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NEWSLETTER 
No. 53          January 2018 

Some readers of th is 
Newsletter may not see the 
Farnham Herald so we 
make no apo logy fo r 
reprinting a recent boxed 
letter from 4th January.   

We think you will find it 
salutary and we hope that 
t h o s e Wa v e r l e y a n d 
Farnham Councillors who 
support the blighted and 
mor ibund East St reet 
regeneration will also take 
serious note and maybe 
change their outdated  and 
misinformed attitude. 

Dear Sir, 

Does this sound familiar?  An historic market town on a county boundary, 
approximately 30 miles from London with a population of around 37,000 and in a 
local authority area administered by a 96% Conservative majority?  I am not 
referring to Farnham, but to Bishops Stortford, in east Hertfordshire. These 
similarities are surprising, but even more astonishing is that East Herts District 
Council (EHDC) has just approved a project for a new 500 seat theatre in Bishops 
Stortford to run alongside its existing arts centre in the middle of the town.  

EHDC Councillors have claimed this project for a theatre as a fantastic opportunity, 
not just for Bishops Stortford, but for the whole of East Hertfordshire for the cultural 
wellbeing of the community. The project will provide a multi-functional venue, 
incorporating the re-located existing arts centre which already has a small theatre 
with a limited ability to show popular touring productions. The council claimed that 
there would be great benefit to Bishops Stortford’s retail and restaurant trade and it 
was “a creative opportunity only limited by our imaginations”, to which one councillor 
shouted, “Can we have one in every town?” 

With the recommendation to carry the project forward, duly endorsed by EHDC full 
council, Bishops Stortford can now look forward to an exciting future with the 
cultural wellbeing of its residents at its heart.  This aspirational decision should be a 
shining example for Waverley to follow. Like Waverley, Hertfordshire council is the 
landowner of a town centre site ripe for development but differences are sadly on 
display.  Waverley’s choices are still based on opinions that began in the1990s.  
There are lessons to be learnt. 

Everyone in Waverley Borough, and especially councillors, should take a look at the 
webcast of the EHDC full council meeting of 13 December 2017 at item 15. This 
was a jolly Christmas affair with councillors and officers wearing festive pullovers. 
EHDC seems to have developed a style which communicates directly with its public 
and this is evidenced in the quality of its webcasts.  Not only was the webcast of the 
13th December immediately available after the meeting had closed, but the site is so 
easy to navigate, with agenda clearly items listed for selection.  Waverley, please 
pay attention! We are not still in the 20th Century!  You do not have to demonstrate 
our councillors’ out-of-date thinking by using similarly creaking technology! 

Yours faithfully, 

Mike Silver  

May we wish all our members and supporters a very Happy New Year.   

To all the Waverley Borough Councillors and any Farnham Town Council ones that robotically 
toe the party line on the Crest Nicholson Sainsbury Brightwells/East Street proposals may you 
have the courage this year to stand up for common sense and listen to your ratepayers for once.

The imaginative drawing of the 
restored Redgrave Theatre 
drawn by Dennis Chinnery in 
2006. 

This demonstrates what residents 
and visitors alike have long missed 
and what we campaign for; the 
renewed theatre or its 
replacement would also contribute 
so much to Farnham’s prosperity - 
a point of commercial acumen that 
Bishops Stortford Council readily 
understands.       



 
Dear Ms Dovey,  

Redgrave Theatre and Brightwell House, East 
Street, Farnham  

Application: WA/2017/2028  
I write regarding the above listed building application 
to renew consent for alterations to Brightwell House 
and the demolition of Farnham’s Redgrave Theatre. 
The Theatres Trust objects to the application. Please 
see our detailed advice below.  
Remit: The Theatres Trust is the national advisory 
public body for theatres. We were established 
through the Theatres Trust Act 1976 ‘to promote the 
better protection of theatres’ and provide statutory 
planning advice on theatre buildings and theatre use 
in England through The Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 (DMPO), requiring the Trust to be 
consulted by local authorities on planning 
applications which include ‘development involving 
any land on which there is a theatre’.  
Advice/comment: The Theatres Trust objects to this 
application because it includes the demolition of the 
Redgrave Theatre without a replacement cultural 
facility or a financial contribution set aside to support 
an existing cultural facility. The theatre, though a later 
addition to the main Brightwells House, is part of the 
listed asset.  
The Trust recognises the importance of investment 
and regeneration within town centres and takes a 
pro-active role in encouraging local authorities and 
the private sector to rejuvenate and reuse existing 
theatre buildings as a catalyst for regeneration. 
However, it is the Trust’s policy that where there is a 
proposal to demolish a theatre as part of a 
redevelopment, it will seek to establish an equivalent 
and improved replacement to address the loss of the 
amenity and enhancement of the local planning 
authority’s cultural and heritage infrastructure. There 
is no such commitment contained within this 
application, nor has adequate evidence been 
submitted to suggest that there is no longer a 
community need or desire to reopen the Redgrave 
Theatre.  
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
includes extensive directions and guidance on the 
importance of cultural assets. One of the Core 
Planning principles in Paragraph 17 notes that for 
cultural well being, planning decisions should ‘deliver 
sufficient community and cultural facilities and 

services to meet local needs’. Further, paragraph 70 
states that in ‘promoting healthy communities’, 
planning decisions should ‘plan positively for cultural 
buildings’ and ‘guard against the loss of cultural 
facilities and services’. The loss of a theatre that 
could potentially be reused by the community as a 
cultural facility, and it is clear there is local demand to 
save and reopen the theatre, is contrary to the 
Framework.  
In terms of listed building consent, this is the third 
time since 2011 that an application has been 
submitted for this element of the wider East Street 
redevelopment scheme, effectively extending the 
timeframe to implement it each time. This delay puts 
the viability of the scheme in doubt, and Council 
should require a comprehensive review of the entire 
scheme and the submission of a revised viability 
assessment. 
Paragraph 133 of the NPPF states ‘Where a 
proposed development will lead to substantial harm 
to or total loss of significance of a designated 
heritage asset, local planning authorities should 
refuse consent, unless it can be demonstrated that 
the substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve 
substantial public benefits that outweigh that harm or 
loss’. There is clearly an issue with the applicant’s 
ability to deliver this scheme and as it now appears 
to be unviable, it is unlikely that they will deliver any 
of the public benefits needed to justify a renewal of 
this consent for the unnecessary loss of the Grade II 
listed theatre and the associated harm to Brightwells 
House. 
The Trust therefore continues object to the loss of the 
Redgrave Theatre without a replacement cultural 
facility or a financial contribution set aside to develop 
an existing cultural facility. The Council must be 
satisfied that the building is surplus to the cultural 
and community requirements for the local community 
and that it does not conflict with the advice given 
within the National Planning Policy Framework.  
The Trust recommends the entire scheme be 
comprehensively reviewed and that a new viability 
study and community needs assessment is prepared 
by the applicant to determine the community and 
cultural facilities that need to be retained or replaced 
as part of the wider redevelopment.  
Please contact us if we may be of further assistance.  

Regards  

Ross Anthony Planning Consultant  
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Hidden among the 259 letters of objection to the Listed Buildings Consent application 
WA/2017/2028 is the following letter from Statutory Consultee, The Theatres Trust.  
Waverley's decision meeting will be held at the meeting of the Joint Planning 
Committee at 7.00pm on Wednesday 17 January."



 

The Farnham Flash Festival 
– it’s back on for 2018! 
Following the success of the 2017 Flash 
Festival, our sister company, Performers 
Together are preparing a bigger and better 
Festival for this very June. 

Last year the Festival showcased 75 diverse 
performances across the 30 days of June. 
Here’s your chance to shine!

What is the Farnham Flash Festival?

• A Fringe for Farnham!
• A month packed with performance of all kinds in 
venues of all sorts
• A showcase for Farnham’s huge variety of 
performing talent
• An opportunity for businesses to raise footfall and 
profile
• A real community event

What’s the commitment?

• A £10 registration fee
• PERFORMANCE – anything from a solo performer 
and six people listening, to a dance show, concert or 
a full-length play and an audience of 20 – 200+
• One off, repeated or regular gigs or performances.
• Ensuring clear communications with your venue 

and Performers Together, including displaying/
distributing flyers and brochures.

What’s the incentive?

• It’s a great opportunity to showcase your work.
• It’s a great way to bring new audiences in.
• Advertising via the Festival website and brochure

Where can I find out more?

• On www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk
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A short history of the Castle and Redgrave Theatres

A very full crowd at Farnham’s U3A History group on Monday 8th 
January were treated to a very entertaining discourse on the two 
theatres that have served Farnham so well.  

David Wylde, an actor and director at the Castle Theatre talked of its 
early days, its tiny auditorium and some of the challenges faced by its 
actors in presenting a regular programme of productions to its loyal 
audiences.  Illustrated by rarely seen 
photos from some of these shows he 
talked about the many names who trod 
the boards in those early days, many of 
whom later on became nationally 
recognised for their skills.

David Wylde and Chris Reeks 
entertain the large and appreciative 

audience with many tales and photos 
from the Castle and Redgrave 

Theatre’s histories.

http://www.farnhamflashfestival.org.uk
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David spoke of the  challenges faced by the actors 
as well as the backstage staff in presenting a 
regular repertory company programme of 
productions. There were many in the audience 
who remembered the Castle Theatre and enjoyed 
its success from its fledgling early days to its 
eventual closure when the Redgrave was 
completed and opened. 

Chris Reeks, a local actor with great experience of 
the Redgrave then continued the talk with his 
own personal take on the many successes of the 
New Farnham Repertory Company established to 
continue the Rep tradition at the new theatre.  

He spoke of the various directors that worked at the theatre bringing their own inimitable style, honing 
their craft and making imaginative use of that famous octagonal thrust stage, beloved of audiences and 
actors alike. 

Princess Margaret came to the opening production of Romeo and Juliet and came on other occasions too, 
together with Lord Snowdon.  During its all too brief run, the Theatre developed a fine name for quality 
productions; the then Culture Secretary and local MP, Virginia Bottomley spoke warmly about the Redgrave 
in the House of Commons, thus gaining it a rightful place in Hansard, as a vibrant theatre that was open 
almost every day of the year offering a wide variety of entertainment and education. 

There were many significant productions created at the Redgrave, perhaps the most memorable that is 
often quoted was Noel Coward’s Cavalcade, a magnificent achievement that required some 300 actors in 
total, many of whom were recruited from the townspeople and their children. There were logistical 
challenges with the numerous costume requirements, the changing ‘rooms’ in cold portakabins outside the 
theatre and the need for people to look after and chaperone the many children. But what a wonderful 
production it was, with its imaginative use of the full width and height of that great stage! 

At the end of these two linked and well researched talks, both David and Chris asked the audience for their 
memories and questions which elicited further fond memories for all present. 

The audience as one felt, ‘what has been so sadly lost from Farnham’s cultural life, what is no longer 
available to them and their children’ and, more importantly, when will a new theatre emerge from a 
necessarily revitalised and reinvigorated Borough Council. We all wait.  

        Editor: Mike Silver  01252 725263    
          FTA Chairman: Anne Cooper; anne.cooper@farnhamtheatre.org.uk 4 Nutshell Lane, Hale, Farnham, GU9 0HG             

Temporary Treasurer: Joe Michel;  joe@farnhamtheatre.org.uk  c /o 4 Nutshell Lane as above. 
The Farnham Theatre Association Limited is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee. 

Registered in England No. 6250927   

       www.farnhamtheatre.org.uk 
Facebook: Farnham Theatre Association Twitter: @farnhamtheatre
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