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  40 Years 0n……. 
Two tales from the 1970s  

We celebrate the 40
th

 Anniversary of the opening of the Redgrave Theatre and at the 

same time, decry the 16 years since 1998 that the theatre has been shut, bolted and 

barred to theatre and arts groups wanting to use this highly acclaimed purpose-built 

performance venue – all for a project which is still ‘stuck in the mud’! (See below).  

 

 

 

 

 
Interior, showing the excellent sightlines 

rated so highly by audiences and actors 

alike. (Photo taken after theatre closed).  
The Redgrave Theatre in 2008 

Forty Years On by Alan Bennett 
was a Redgrave production.   
Recently, FTA was contacted by 

Charlotte Moss:  

“ I grew up in Farnham and enjoyed 
going to many productions with my 
family & with my school.  In fact both 
my brother and I were in productions 
at the theatre. 

   It's my brother's 50th birthday this 
year and I was really hoping your as-
sociation may be able to put me in 
touch with anyone who might have 
access to old posters or programmes? 
My brother was in Kes and Forty Years 
On and it would be great to get him an 
original or reproduction poster and/ or 
programme”. 

40 Years On seems so very relevant to 
the Redgrave’s own 40th anniversary!  

    While we have ownership of both 
Redgrave and Castle theatre archives 
it is currently not possible to access 
the store for individual enquiries such 
as this as it’s held under the Farnham 
Museum’s authority off-site.   

     Regular readers will know that we 
are in discussions with Surrey History 
Centre at Woking to establish what 
they currently have and what further 
materials they are able to include.                  

     FTA’s wish is of course to retain 
access in particular to the visual dis-
play materials such as posters, pro-
grammes, photos and transparencies. 
This is a time-consuming and complex 
process.   

    So far we have been able to supply 
Charlotte with scans of the pro-
gramme.  Nevertheless we hope to 
obtain more information about the pro-
ductions referred to by Charlotte and 
provide further detail.  We’d love to 
include, if we can, how she and her 
brother came to be involved in such 
shows and what was the experience 
like for them.  

Anyone with memories of acting,       
directing or designing at the Castle 
or Redgrave theatres are warmly 
invited to send in their recollec-
tions and also demonstrate sup-
port for our shared cause with a 
view to a booklet being produced 
to commemorate the 40

th
 anniver-

sary of the Redgrave.   

For those interested in a brief summary of the history of 
the Castle Theatre and later, the Redgrave, Farnham 
Theatre Association produced a leaflet in 2009.   

     Very sadly, the situation now in East Street remains 
largely as it was then, thanks to Waverley’s immovability 
and its reluctance to withdraw from the seriously outdat-
ed and outmoded development scheme that is still failing 
– unsurprisingly - to find funders to proceed with its    
development. 

     The new Redgrave theatre opened in 1974, the local 
population having made a contribution to capital which at 
2014 rates would equate to £3,070,000, an astonishing 
amount that showed the willingness and generosity of the 
public in wanting such a desirable facility in the midst and 
at the heart of their town.  

Would that Waverly’s intractable Councillors and   
Officers saw the same perspective and fought for its 

retention rather than its closure. 



40th Anniversary Redgrave Exhibition  

To celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the Redgrave, memorabilia from the theatre will be on display throughout July in 
the FTA shop with panels prepared by FTA for last year's Heritage Exhibition - New Uses for Old Buildings.   This will be 
immediately follow Jeremy Hunt's campaign for pedestrianisation in Farnham centre (which is also using the Surrey and 
Hants News offices) once it has completed its course.                                                                                                                                                                      
The shop will be open on Fridays 10am to 3pm in the Lion and Lamb Yard, Farnham.  

What news of the FTA Archive?   

Early this month an archivist from the Surrey History Centre came to 

see the material held in the off-site archive store to assess the overall 

quantity and its condition.  The next step is to transfer some of this   

material to Woking for their detailed assessment and archiving. We   

are now waiting to hear further from them and to arrange a mutually       

convenient date for this second stage.  

 

 

Mike Page of the Surrey History Centre, Woking (centre 

right) with Anne Cooper, plus Richard Sandars and Mike 

Silver at the archive store.  

What news also of the Crest Nicholson/Waverley ‘Brightwells’ development ? 

It seems to FTA that this much derided and seriously outdated development is entirely in limbo with signs that Crest 

Nicholson, the developers are running out of enthusiasm as funding remains elusive.   

Waverley struggles to house the Brightwells Tennis Club at Riverside.  Although water-logged ground prevents further 

work on site, the covering up of the construction groundwork of the car park which awaits a planning application and an 

Environmental Impact Assessment, does little to convince us that progress on ‘Brightwells’ is on course.  

These two photos of the site in early June show construction equipment in place but no activity and the strange fact 

that after some ground work was apparently done in this low-lying area most prone to flooding, the contractors covered 

up their work with topsoil to allow it to grass over.  

As an act of propriety, the group who delivered 10.520  

signatures on the petition to the Queen last December, 

wrote to MP Jeremy Hunt, in his role as a Privy Councillor 

to ask for his support.  The MP says he never received 

this letter despite it going by special delivery and being 

signed for at the House of Commons.   

     We now know that it was sent on to his constituency 

office at Hindhead, where it was again signed for but was 

apparently mislaid – but has now been found.  A reply is 

still awaited! 

 

A reminder:  Farnham Petition 2013 makes history: the 

demand for good governance is clear.  

FTA supports the Petition for Farnham to        

become an independent authority because       

we believe that Waverley Borough Council          

continues to pursue an agenda to demolish     

the Redgrave without replacement.  

Farnham is dissatisfied with 40 years of Waverley’s rule 



Chekhoviana  

An exhibition this Spring was jointly curated by Cynthia 

Marsh (Emeritus Professor of Russian Drama and Litera-

ture) and Manuscripts and Special Collections at The Uni-

versity of Nottingham.  Cynthia Marsh has used a Red-

grave programme for Uncle Vanya with our permission.     

CHEKHOVIANA 

Marketing a foreign classic to British audiences 

Chekhov is probably the 

most widely staged for-

eign dramatist in other 

cultures after Shake-

speare. The British have 

a rich tradition of Che-

khov performance from 

the beginning of the 20th 

century to the present 

day. 

 

    Exploring the theatre 

programmes, flyers and 

posters relating to Che-

khov productions which 

can be found in the his-

toric collections at The 

University of Nottingham, gives deep insight into British 

domestication of this foreign classic.  

    These materials 

begin to explain why 

this translated play-

wright seems so 

close to the British 

psyche and theatre-

going public. The 

images used here 

are examples of Brit-

ish marketing for 

Chekhov plays. 

 

     Examining theatre 

ephemera shows 

how much the pro-

gramme, in particu-

lar, has changed its 

function from being 

simple production 

information to provid-

ing cultural and historical contexts. It also shows how the 

marketing of Chekhov has responded to the changing per-

ceptions of Russia in the theatre-going world and so, argu-

ably, in society itself. 

Programme for a Russian Day at 
The University of Nottingham, 
courtesy of Cynthia Marsh 1986 

Programme from the Redgrave for 

Uncle Vanya 

 

Following an article in the 

last newsletter by James 

Laws about the Redgrave 

which included a photo from 

Cabaret, the caption indicat-

ed some of the actors’ 

names were not known.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Reeks (professional actor and 

ex-Redgrave) contacted us to say that 

the first ‘unknown’ lady was Vicky 

Spenser and the second lady was in 

fact a man in drag  - it being the Kit 

Kat club - this being Nigel Hughes.   

Thanks Chris for that! 

 

 

 

The errant caption:  

Sammie Winmill, Helen Simnett, names not known 

and Martin Connor  

RENEW YOUR FTA MEMBERSHIP   

Very many thanks to those who have already renewed 

and also those who gave donations; it's much appreciat-

ed.  

Many supporters may not realise the costs that FTA faces 

in running its campaigns?  Your membership charges 

have to cover Public Liability and Directors' insurance, the 

costs of running the website and of course the increasing 

costs in sending out posted newsletters.  

 

 

Membership charges are: 

Single person £10 

Family £20 

Group £20 

Corporate by negotiation.  

Please send cheques to: Joe Michel, Treasurer at 23 

Frensham Vale, Lower Bourne, Farnham, GU10 3HS  

Thank you 
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The Farnham Theatre Association Limited is a registered charity and a company limited by guarantee. 
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Godalming Theatre Group news 

Forgive the repetition, but despite being branded   
nationally as the most desirable area in the country in 
which to live, the Borough of Waverley does not have 
a public theatre!   
 
     We feel that the more this message is broadcast, the 
better!  FTA is not the only organisation to highlight this 
shameful fact. 
 
 

      Abigail McKern reports on Godalming Theatre Group,  
“I’ve had a reply from Bob Cryer and the latest news is 
that they were invited to a Dinner event with the Mayor.             
      Godalming Theatre Group gave a presentation about 
their plans and vision to various Councillors and chamber 
members to see how much political support there is for 
the project. 
      Meanwhile they are continuing with monthly cabarets 
and poetry evenings at the Mila Cafe and Bel And The 
Dragon to raise money and awareness for a theatre     
festival under canvas in Godalming in 2015. 

‘I will have poetry in my life.  And adventure. And love.  Love above all.’ 
 Shakespeare in Love bursts into life on the London stage this summer  

Promising young playwright Will Shakespeare is tormented by writer’s block 
until he finds his muse in the form of passionate noblewoman, Viola De   
Lesseps. Their forbidden love draws many others, including Queen          
Elizabeth, into the drama and inspires Will to write the greatest love story of 
all time, Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Based on the Oscar-winning screenplay by Marc Norman and Tom Stop-
pard, Shakespeare in Love has been adapted for the stage by Lee 
Hall (Billy Elliot). The production is directed by Declan Donnellan and    
designed by Nick Ormerod, the driving force behind the world-renowned 
theatre company, Cheek by Jowl. 
 
Featuring a company of 28 actors and musicians, this sweeping romantic 
comedy will transport you back to Shakespeare’s London, teeming with  
vibrant colours, characters, music and life. Oh, and there’s a bit with a dog! 

Performances begin 2 July  Noel Coward Theatre.                             

See www.shakespeareinlove.com 

The full company including our very own 

Abigail McKern, Director FTA 

While the premises 
are still available to 
us, all FTA      
members are     
invited to publicise 
their events in the 
centre of Farnham 
in this high-visibility 
shop in the Lion 
and Lamb Yard.  

It’s a very special opportunity for your company to gain 
excellent publicity!  Given the dearth of locations for pub-
licity materials, the opportunity to use this central shop 
window with its passing pedestrian traffic is too good to 
miss.  

Such exposure for your compa-
ny is impossible to obtain else-
where so make use of the op-
portunity!  It’s worth being a 
member for the value of this 

display area alone! 

And as FTA is a founder mem-
ber of Performers Together, 
their Group Members are also 
encouraged to make use of this 
prime location.   We aim to  
display your posters to best 
effect within clip frames against 
a contrasting background to increase visibility and impact.  
Interested?  Contact the Editor see below. 

Twitter:   

@farnhamtheatre Facebook:      

Farnham Theatre 

Association  

Publicity for your event! 

FTA is a founder member of Performers Together, a community interest company with Member 

Groups drawn from Opera, Choral, Musical and theatre companies, amateur and professional from 

within the broad area around Farnham. Take a look at their website www.performerstogether.org.uk 

and also check out social media site: facebook/performers together. Twitter  


