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At the Kiln Gallery, Farnham Maltings on 13 Sept - 14   
October there is a Heritage Open Days Exhibition spon-
sored by the Farnham Society, the Blower Foundation and 
the Farnham Trust.   

       At the invitation of the Blower Foundation, FTA is ex-
hibiting several panels showing how Brightwell House be-
came part of the Redgrave Theatre.  

       It's interesting to note that Sir John Verney, writer, 
painter and illustrator, whose centenary is celebrated this 
year, was a principal founder of the Farnham Trust back in 
1968 and was also a founder of the Redgrave Theatre in 
the following year, having been a Farnham Urban District 
Councillor when the decision was made to allow the re-
dundant Brightwell House buildings to become a theatre.    

      FTA’s display poses the 
question whether Brightwell 
House and the attached 
theatre buildings should be 
Assets of Community Value 
to create a community per-
forming arts centre.   

      Past and present stu-
dents from the University of 
the Creative Arts, Farnham are to present imaginative 
ideas for a new look for the modern theatre building. 

Don’t miss:   13 September—14 October  

                      Farnham Maltings 

Michael Blower 

THREAT TO REDGRAVE THEATRE        

EVER CLOSER 

The Compulsory Purchase Orders for the Marlbor-
ough Head and certain associated footpaths have 
both now been accepted by the Secretary of State 
for Communities and Local Government and have 
opened the door to the much    
derided and out-of-date East 
Street development involving the 
demolition of the Redgrave 
Theatre.  

     It has left many opponents in 
this town not only aghast but 
questioning the nature of the  
decision-making. 

     This decision will assist Crest 
Nicholson, the developer in its quest to finance the 
project.  

     The inspector at the two intensive inquiries, held 
in the town earlier this year appeared to have gained 
a clear appreciation of the issues from the well-
articulated reasons for opposition to the CPOs.  He 
made that point very firmly to the meeting but said 
he could not revisit planning decisions.  This was his 

finding presented to the Secretary of State. How-
ever, pressure from Central Government to create 
additional housing is such that the downsides of this 
much-reviled scheme have obviously been disre-
garded.  

    To many it is a shocking travesty demonstrating 
once again Waverley Borough 
Council's arrogant attitude and 
its disregard of the expressed 
wishes of thousands of Farnham 
residents.  

     FTA fought this development 
as a staunch contributor to the 
Farnham Interest Group which 
included the Farnham  Society 
and East Street Action.   

     FTA chairman, Anne Cooper 
says,  "Irrespective of the clear, logical and detailed 
arguments placed before the Inspector, in opposing 
these CPOs, the conclusion seems to be that these 
national appeals are simply passed as the Govern-
ment wants development.   

      However, so do the people of Farnham but at a 
scale that benefits the town and suits today's needs, 
not those planned over 10 years ago." 

The Redgrave Theatre as it was 

 

The first of many dates for your diary:  

Heritage Exhibition 

‘NEW USES FOR OLD BUILDINGS’ 



 

 

PATRICK SANDFORD LETTER – STILL TRUE TODAY! 

Go to the Heritage exhibition ‘New Uses for Old Buildings’ and on the FTA panel concerning Brightwell 

House you will see this very letter from a former artistic director of the Redgrave Theatre.  It’s salutary.  

 

 

December 2002                                                                

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 

THE REDGRAVE THEATRE FARNHAM 

This is an auditorium as far as I know unique in the country.  There is no other theatre with 

an auditorium of such real intimacy that has such a large stage area.  This combination is 

not only thrilling for an audience but also perfect for a great variety of theatrical perform-

ances from small cast plays to large scale community events. 

The acoustics of the space are impeccable – there is not a dead spot in the house.  The 

curved shape of the seating arrangement gives a good view from every seat, avoiding the 

tiresome side seats common to some “thrust” stages built at the same period.  The original 

architect showed impeccable good taste and restraint in his avoidance of unnecessary deco-

rative detail.  The whole reminds one instantly of the perfection of a small Greek or Roman 

amphitheatre. 

The entire building is compact and much less expensive to maintain than many other grand 

edifices constructed at the same time. 

Fashions in theatres come and go.  Funding situations change.  The current climate is diffi-

cult.  In forcefully celebrating the Redgrave Theatre I am not addressing the subject of pro-

gramming/administration/funding at all.  I am talking about a valuable building asset.  What 

is clear to all is that with the advent of more television channels, video, the internet, ever 

more complex cinema blockbusters, the future of live theatre can only lie in relatively small 

buildings where “liveness” is palpable.  The Redgrave is such a space par excellence. 

The national |Lottery is far less able than it was to fund capital expenditure.  To destroy a 

well-nigh perfect auditorium in a high density population area would surely be an act of 

woefully narrow vision and a betrayal of future audiences, and of future inhabitants of 

Farnham. 

 

 
 

 

PATRICK SANDFORD  

Artistic Director 

 

(Artistic Director Redgrave Theatre 1986-88) 

Note: I gather there is interest in theatre performance in the Maltings.  This is an excellent 

facility but flat floored and end staged (vastly inferior for theatre.) 

PATRICK SANDFORD    

After 25 years as Artistic Director of the Nuffield Theatre 

Southampton, Patrick Sandford stepped down fn 1 June 

2013.  

       During Patrick’s tenure, the Nuffield had grown and 

developed from a company that produced new plays and 

neglected classics on the main stage, to operate at many 

different scales, in different venues, and with an exciting 

range of developmental partners. 

      Early in his tenure at the Nuffield, Patrick Sandford 

won the Theatrical Management Association Award for 

Best Director for The Winter Wife and Much Ado About 

Nothing, setting a standard for the quality of the Nuffield’s 

work, which has been affirmed many times over through 

further awards, critical acclaim, and international invita-

tions.   

      He looks forward to celebrating the company’s past, 

present, and future achievements in his final season at 

The Nuffield, which commences this month.  

Cluedo 

Towards Zero               

also indicates   

the breadth &       

depth of this 

great stage. 

Redgrave sign - alas 

now long gone 



Your FTA AGM 
 

Another date for your diaries:   
 

Sunday 13 October at 2pm in the 
beautiful Garden Gallery located   
behind Farnham Museum. 

    Join us at FTA's AGM to hear of 
the activities that your directors have 
been pursuing on your behalf and of 
plans for the future.  

     We are inviting ex-Redgrave    
actors and technicians to join us to 
share reminiscences of happier days 
at the theatre. 

     IF YOU WERE WORKING AT 
THE REDGRAVE AT ANY TIME AND 
WOULD LIKE TO COME ALONG 
ON  SUNDAY AFTERNOON 13    
OCTOBER PLEASE LET ABIGAIL 
MCKERN KNOW ON:  

abigail.mckern@farnhamtheatre.co.uk   

or Anne Cooper on 0844 412 5771 

      The Agenda and Minutes are be-
ing sent separately.  

 

Don’t miss 
Sunday 13   
October at   
2pm in the      

Garden       
Gallery  

FTA's previous Treasurer, Mike Mitchell writes: 

David Wylde is giving a talk to the Farn-

ham & District Museum Society on 10th 

October entitled:        

“History and Anecdotes of 

the Castle Theatre”      

Museum Society talks take place at the 

URC hall, Victoria Road Farnham at 7.45 

p.m. Guests are asked to make a dona-

tion of at least £2 towards costs. 

I hope this may be of interest to some of your members, who 

will be most welcome to attend.    

Mike Mitchell 

 

 

 

 

      This promises to be a really fascinating evening; 

David directed many productions at the Castle Theatre so 

has an intimate knowledge of its history and many of the   

performers.                                                                       

Don't miss 10th October at 7.45pm!   

 

Castle Theatre 

1967 

I worked in Farnham in 1988 playing 

Gerda in The Snow Queen with my 

friend, Darryl Knock, playing Kai.  

 

     We were in our twenties 

and thirties playing children 

and although we worked 

very hard in rehearsals we 

did, sometimes, get the  

giggles and on one occa-

sion I was hurried through 

the gardens to the direc-

tor’s office where I was 

severely reprimanded.  

 

     Notwithstanding the    

giggles, we had a brilliant time and 

the show was a great success, even 

though, running as it did over Christ-

mas, the company came down with 

the usual colds and I couldn’t sing so 

Darryl had to sing our pretty duet 

(music and lyrics by Michael Omer) 

on his own while I stood there, trying 

to sing with my eyes.  It had gone  

better. 

      At the end of the show the word 

ETERNITY - lit from underneath by a 

light box - was spelled out in the ice, 

and, in a climactic and 

meaningful moment, 

Kai reads it out, but 

one night the train of 

the Snow Queen’s 

dress got caught in the 

letters and the second 

E and the R got lost 

underneath the light 

box so Darryl, ever the 

professional, just had 

to read out the word 

which remained:     

ETNITY.  It was 25 years ago and it 

still makes me laugh.    

 

      There was a sound engineer at 

Farnham. One of his tasks was to 

attach the throat mike to my costume. 

In the dress rehearsal the radio mic 

wasn’t working so he had to thrust a 

new one up my dress. After that, mar-

riage seemed the only option. Our 

children are now 21 and 17.  I have a 

lot to thank the Redgrave for and care 

about its future.   

 

Alison Rose  

 

 

 

 

All others with memories of acting, 

directing, designing at the Castle or 

Redgrave theatres are warmly invited 

to send in their recollections and also 

demonstrate support for our shared 

cause. 

Next newsletter  - hear from Gaetan 

Portal, Alison’s husband! 

Snow Queen  

Alison Rose  

More Memories of The Redgrave - from Alison Rose 

David Wylde 

mailto:abigail.mckern@farnhamtheatre.co.uk
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These became due at the end of 

March 2013 so if you haven't yet 

sent in your cheque please do so 

now.  

     Very many thanks to those who 

have already renewed and also those 

who gave donations; it's much appreci-

ated.   

  

     Many supporters may not realise 

the costs that FTA face in running its 

campaigns?  Your membership 

charges have to cover Public Liability 

and Directors' insurance, the costs of 

running the website and of course the 

increasing costs in sending out posted 

newsletters.  

Membership charges are: 

Single person £10 

Family £20 

Group £20 

Corporate by negotiation.  

 

Please send cheques to: Joe Michel, 

Treasurer at  23 Frensham Vale, 

Lower Bourne, Farnham, GU10 3HS  

Farnham Petition 2013 

IF YOU ARE OUTRAGED  THAT WAVERLEY HAS 
BEEN GIVEN THE GO AHEAD FOR THEIR 
BRIGHTWELLS DEVELOPMENT - PLEASE ADD 
YOUR NAME TO THIS PETITION (IF YOU HAVE 
NOT ALREADY DONE SO) - AND HELP COLLECT 

MORE SIGNATURES!   

      As only hard copy signatures are relevant to this peti-
tion, please request forms from either David Wylde on or 
Mike Bryan (details below). 
 
      We’re delighted that Farnham Petition 2013 gained 
6000+ signatures in its first 2 months from launch on 15 
June!  And there are many more in the pipeline.  
       As only about one third of Farnham has been covered 
by canvassers, the original target of 10,000 looks very 
achievable indeed  by the end of October.  But the organis-
ers do need more help to canvass more streets in Farn-
ham, if you have a little time to spare. Please contact:  
David Wylde 01252 722193 or email Mike Bryan on  

 
 

npg@farnhampetition2013.org 
       The organisers are well on the way to sending a com-
pelling message to the Queen and Her Ministers that Farn-
ham wants and needs good governance through the return 
of independent local government.  Let’s continue to work 
together, on the home run towards a brighter future for 
Farnham, for the benefit of all residents, businesses, local 
villagers and visitors. 
       In case you have been away or missed its origins, this 
petition arose because many local people were severely 
disheartened and outraged by Waverly Borough Council's 
dismissal of residents' viewpoints, particularly about the 
long-dragging East Street development and the threatened 
demolition of the Redgrave Theatre.   
       Because of this disregard of the wishes of residents, 
and because there is no statutory procedure for separation 
from Waverley, the only way to resolve the situation is to 
go directly 'to the top' and to petition the Queen.  
      For more details and to check the latest information 
see the regularly updated website:                                         
wwwfarnhampetition2013.org.uk 

COMMUNITY PLAY 

Special weekend 

 

Janet Martin writes: 

Here’s a reminder of the sessions 
in our special Community Play 
weekend with two professionals, 
writers Stephanie Dale and Peter 
Cann, both much experienced in 
theatre, particularly with Birming-
ham Rep. 

    I do hope that many people will 
be joining us for what promises to 
be very exciting.   

Here are the venues and times 
once more: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephanie Dale 

Playwright  

Peter Cann 

Writer and 
Director 

Choose between -  

Friday 6 September 

- between 7.30 and 9.30 pm at 

The Bungalow, Sandy Hill GU9 0LH 

Saturday 7 September 

- between 10.00 am and midday at 

The Chantrys Community Centre   GU9 7AL 

- from 2.30 to 4.30 pm  

Wrecclesham Community Centre  GU9 8TJ 

and 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. at 

St Martin's Hall, The Bourne GU10 3PN 

 

Bring an instrument if you play one! 

(Our thanks to Farnham Town Council for funding.) 
 

Please invite friends and family but let 
me, Janet Martin know how many are 
coming and to which sessions at: 

janet@smartin.me 

RENEW YOUR FTA MEMBERSHIP 

mailto:npg@farnhampetition2013.org

