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.A Tale of Two Cities Revisited.  More similarities and yet more sharp differences.  

Two Surrey towns and their theatres with many similarities 

- how many can you spot?  But also with some signifi-

cant differences —                                                                                                                                                                      

In the 1960s architect 

Roderick Ham de-

signed a magnificent 

theatre inside the shell 

of the old Crescent 

Cinema in Leather-

head.  This was to ac-

commodate a growing 

audience for theatre 

which found its historic 

venue too small.  The 

design was the inspiration for the National Theatre and 

was awarded Grade II listing for the quality of its construc-

tion.  

Dame Sybil Thorndike supported the new theatre and in 

1969 Princess Margaret opened it as The Thorndike.  The 

theatre prospered as a producing house for the next 20 

years but it hit hard times in the 1990s and by 1997 was 

closed.  The Local Authority, did not wish to rescue the 

Thorndike and decided ito put its resources into the Dork-

ing Halls as a multi-use venue. 

In 2001 a church group  took a lease of the building and 

carried out of refurbishment and alterations.  The Leather-

head, as it became known, then became a venue for cin-

ema, church services and conferences, but by 2005, the 

church group had folded and the independent manage-

ment trust decided that it was time to bring back the venue 

as a real theatre. Today the Leatherhead advertises its 

programme as theatre, drama, cinema, music and exhibi-

tions - and all this is managed without Local Authority or 

Arts Council funding. 

 

We will continue to highlight other towns with         

theatres old or new, in the months to come to        

show how successful they can be and how              

they are supported. 

Leatherhead Theatre auditorium 

Blue Skies thinking 
From David Wylde 

When Jeremy Hunt be-

came Secretary of State 

for Culture, it seemed to Anne and me 

we should make the best possible use 

of the clout such a position confers 

before he is shuffled off into the Minis-

try of Funny Walks. 

We gathered a team of five, with Ellis 

Nicholls representing the amateur so-

cieties, and Peter Haines the choirs, 

and armed with the ministerial impri-

matur, interviewed the representatives 

of as many arts-inclined organisations 

as we could find, including acting and 

dance groups, schools, bands and 

choirs. 

"What" we asked "is your blue skies 

thinking  (Jeremy's Phrase) about 

what a proper theatre should offer in 

terms of facilities, opportunities and 

product?"  85 replied, the 14 local 

choirs being particularly keen. We 

made our findings into a report and 

Anne, David Wylde and our chairman 

Bernard Whelan met Jeremy in Hind-

head.  

He valiantly put aside BSKyB and the 

Murdochs, listened approved and en-

dorsed - and for a change, didn't push 

us into the arms of Waverley. 

We drew up an outline proposal based 

on our findings for a 500 seat theatre + 

studio, to suit singers as well as actors 

and are now talking to the keenest, to 

see if they want to take this on further, 

with the huge commitment of time and 

effort it would entail.  If they are as 

enthusiastic as they sound, the new 

blood can join the old warriors in pro-

moting a theatre for Farnham, new if 

the Redgrave goes, all options open if 

it doesn't. 

David Wylde 

"Strong performances, full of 
energy and dynamism…...do 
justice to the explosive lyrical 
euphoria of the work."  Farnham 
Herald's take on Under Milk 

Wood from Farnham Rep 

Receiving much deserved praise for its exciting vision, Farnham 
Rep's production of Dylan Thomas' Under Milk Wood was an-
other creative success for this group - Farnham's professional 
theatre company - but underlined yet again the need for an    
auditorium with good acoustics.   

The United Reformed Church was an imaginative choice of 
venue; Maurice Thorogood, the director realising his vision for 
this play by making full use of the various entrances and levels 

to bring a strong visual 
dimension complementing 
the Dylan aural sound-
scape.  But the church 
acoustics - proved to be a 
problem.   

Another clear example of 
Farnham's lack of an 
acoustically adequate 
auditorium. 

 

Oh, we all remember the astonishingly good 
Redgrave Theatre - just sitting there, dark and un-
used.  Is it any wonder that we fight on? 

Liam Mansfield, Gemma Rees, 

Damian Holcombe and (front) David 

Gooderson in a scene from Under 

Milk Wood  

One day, Janet and John decided they 

needed a licence to let their cinema sell 

alcohol. 

Unfortunately, there wasn't a cinema in 

their lovely town but Janet and John de-

cided it would be nice to have one and 

that the first and most important thing of 

course was to get an alcohol licence for it.  

So they made a few notices with their 

John Bull printing kit and put them up in 

very out-of-the-way places announcing 

they were going to apply for one.   

Unfortunately some nasty local people 

saw these notices and said they didn't 

want alcohol being served at all hours to 

young people.   

Can you imagine, Boys and Girls - what 

killjoys!   

"Oh dear" said Janet, when she heard 

about this.  

“Never mind" said John, " we can pretty 

much disregard these silly old people 

anyway."  

So they did. 

So, even though a few silly people com-

plained, Janet and John still got their wish 

granted.  

“Hurrah" the two chums chorused in uni-

son, when they heard the news. 

Now alcohol is jolly well going to be 

available in this cinema thanks to Janet 

and John's plucky determination.   

Look out for the next instalment - Janet 

and John try to build a cinema around 

their alcohol licence.  

Oh, it should be fun! 

(With apologies to everyone who ever enjoyed 

or wrote these books)  

 

This is to remind everyone that FTA's AGM will be held at 2.30pm on Saturday 15 

October at St. Joan's hall, Tilford Road.  This hall is a part of the Church; parking is 

available. Do come along and support your FTA.  Refreshments will be served. 

Can you help?  

Is there a budding Treasurer out there able to help FTA?        

For family reasons our current Treasurer has to move on so we 

are looking for someone with a financial background able to  

 

work with us who also supports our aims. This individual doesn't 

need to be qualified as a Company Secretary.                            

If you would like to help us then initially please contact Anne 

Cooper on 01252 716394. 

For FTA supporters living outside this area and unaware of local news, the above was penned 

In response to Odeon's recent success in getting Waverley Borough Council to grant an  

Alcohol license for a non-existent East Street cinema. 

Janet and John go Planning - another in the series Janet and John behave stupidly 

 

AGM 



Jeremy Hunt MP 

Planning Proposals 
 

You will remember FTA's August newsflash urging 

all our supporters to object to Waverley Borough 

Council's planning proposal to demolish the 

Redgrave. 

  

Following that we received 

this message from Jeremy 

Hunt, indicating not only his 

support for the cause but also 

a clear directive to the Council 

to take careful note of the 

many objections: 

 

 

 

 
"Thank you for your email regarding the WA/2011/1215 

Listed Building Planning Consent Application for the 

demolition of Redgrave Theatre in Farnham. I am grateful 

that you have brought this to my attention and as I have 

received e-mails from other concerned constituents, I 

have written to Matthew Evans, Head of Planning to re-

quest that he takes full consideration of the objections 

raised before making a final decision. 

Best wishes 

Jeremy" 

--------------------------------------------  

Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP  
Member of Parliament for South West Surrey 

Secretary of State for Culture, Media, Olympics and Sport 

Thanks to all who supported by objecting 

to WA/2011/1215 to demolish the Redgrave 

On behalf of FTA we thank all our supporters who sent in 
their comments to Waverley Borough Council to object to 
this latest planning proposal.   

The date for the planning decision meeting is as yet un-
known, so we can't comment on the outcome.  The 
Waverley website records that 329 have been notified,  
66 have objected, none have supported and 2 have 
voted as neither. 

Although FTA has objected to the demolition of the 
Redgrave on principle – the outrage of a Local Authority 
seeking to dispose of a much valued venue for the per-
forming arts – we have always held the view that a re-
placement theatre would be just as welcome as the res-
toration of the original building.   

With this in mind, we have backed the views of the larger 
groups who were surveyed, who need a larger audito-
rium.  More seats would ensure more income from good 
quality touring theatre productions and would importantly 
enable large community choirs and musical theatre pro-
ductions to bring in their big audiences.   

The Blue Skies Report demonstrates particularly strong repre-

sentations for a new venue from choral and music groups.  

Taking this pilot study as the catalyst for action, we intend to 

provide a hall for entertainment with approximately a 500 seat 

mainhouse and an up to 200 seat studio, both with state of the 

art acoustics, sightlines, lighting and sound, with TV and re-

cording facilities. 

Additional mainhouse facilities: good wingspace, ideally an 

orchestra pit. Also required are separate, acoustically isolated 

rehearsal rooms, doubling as meeting rooms and dressing 

rooms. 

Output would include:  

1. Seasons of principally mainstream plays and musicals by a 

seasonally resident company supplemented by touring compa-
nies. 

2. Festivals – of choirs, dance, amateur companies, school 

productions, concerts, bands. 

3. Rehearsal facilities, particularly for choirs and music 

groups. 

4. Training in self-presentations and related skills, primarily 

for the young and workshops in performance skills of all kinds 
for all ages. 
5.    Talks and lectures, University graduation ceremonies, and 
hire of the venues. 

 

AIMS 

To create a new Community Interest Company, with 

FTA Ltd. as the ‘parent’ company (as it already has 

achieved charitable status) in order to set up the new 

venue.  

To enlist support from key choir groups and others to 

form the new group, which will serve the community 

needs for a new venue on a suitable site. 

To fundraise with the assistance of high profile names 

which the wider group bring with them,  

To apply for Arts Lottery funds and for other grants. 

To work on the selection of a site, the design and crea-

tion of the new venue.  

To provide a resource for students of UCA, colleges and 

schools in the area. 

NEW COMMUNITY VENUE PROPOSAL 

From FTA in collaboration with the Blue Skies team                                   
Here is the Community Venue proposal from FTA prepared in collaboration with the Blue Skies 
team that was presented to Jeremy Hunt after their recent discussion. 

Redgrave must not be demolished     

(Featured letter in Farnham Herald, 26 August 2011,   repro-

duced with the kind permission of Michael Blower) 

Sir - I refer to the listed building proposal ref WA/2011/1215 as 

submitted by the architects for the demolition of the "Attached 

Redgrave Theatre, Conversion of Brightwell House to form 2 

No. restaurant units, and boundary walls and associated works 

forming toilet block, Garage and Cottage."   

This proposal seems to speak volumes for the "sick society" to 

which the Prime Minister referred  in his response concerning 

the recent riots. 

We are privileged to live and enjoy what our nation possesses, 

in a lovely town surrounded by countryside superb and varied - 

together with good hospitals, top schools and great examples of 

country houses and homes, together with a vibrant community 

(the Maltings and Art University, a unique Pottery Centre and 

recently a Theatre). 

Over the Architectural Heritage weekend of September 9 to 11 

the town will be demonstrating and celebrating this wide range 

of heritage architecture and buildings it possesses, and yet at 

the same time we are being asked to contemplate the most dis-

graceful official vandalism imaginable, the destruction of a thea-

tre built by the people for their enjoyment.  I have always…   

considered this outrageous and     

consequently have over the years 

prepared sketch drawings of various 

ways the building could be used. 

In writing this letter I am even more 

than ever convinced that  now is the 

time to create  a centre where our 

young people together with their 

schools could be given a venue to ex-

periment and develop performance for scene acting, speech 

training and elocution together with lighting and sound for TV, 

film and video. This would provide health fitness through oppor-

tunity and leadership, all associated with a training programme 

that all local schools would combine to promote. Surely this 

must be beneficial than two more restaurants in our town. 

In preparing the sketches of Brightwell and its theatre I have 

tried to illustrate the potential to convert, recycle and adapt at no 

great expense this valuable asset. The issue is no longer one of 

whether we need or can afford a theatre but can we afford to 

lose such an asset with such potential for community use.  

In the light of all that is said and written perhaps now is the time 

and opportunity to step back a few paces and consider how we 

can do something for the far larger law-abiding younger genera-

tion who have so much to give. 

                                                   Michael Blower 

Michael Blower  

Running in parallel with the development of the     
community play with Claque theatre is the               

Museum of Youth project.  

This aims to record the memories and 
thoughts of those who ideally have lived in this 
area for many years and who can recall the life 
and times when they were young.  

Or it might be that their memories were from 
another area before they moved here but  
nevertheless show interesting and valuable 
insights into an earlier era.  

The Museum of Youth project has begun to formally record 
these spoken descriptions and will eventually assemble them all 
onto CDs.  

The information can also be a useful spur and source of ideas 
for the scriptwriter for the community play; however this Museum 
project is a stand-alone entity in itself. 

David Wylde has begun the process just recently by recording a 
descendant of William Cobbett!  

If you'd like to become involved or find out more please contact 
contact Janet Martin on 01252 725646 or email Janet at: 
janet_martin@live.co.uk 

Theatres’ Archive 

You may remember that Farnham 

Theatres' Archive Association dis-

banded this year with the archive 

handed over to FTA for safe keep-

ing at Farnham Museum.   

 

FTA plans this Autumn to conduct a 

thorough assessment of the whole 

archive and record the details of 

what is stored in this wonderful re-

pository. We are confident that 

once we know what is there, more 

use could be made of it and more 

could be displayed as appropriate to 

other theatre supporters. 

The bust of Michael 
Redgrave as it was in 
the foyer of the 
Redgrave Theatre. 

A few of the 
Redgrave 

programmes 

Posters,   
programmes, 

slides,      
photgraphs… 

part of the 
archive 

mailto:janet_martin@live.co.uk

