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Waverley extend the CNS contract on East Street by another year - but why? . 

       Rosemary Wisbey, the writer of the libretto for Nigel of 
Tilford comments:     

      "I‘m glad to say the opera surpassed all expectations: 
three wonderful performances that ran without a 
hitch.  Something of a miracle when you consider all the 
frustrations we‘d had, and that the first performance was 
also the first complete run-through!  By Sunday the news 
had got around that this was a great show and we had 
audience sitting on radiators and standing along the back 
(they had to be moved in the interval to prevent decapita-
tion by the Butcher of Bruhiniere!)   

There was a great feeling throughout and a lot of people 

said they really felt 
they were part of it 
rather than just specta-
tors, which was exactly 
how we wanted them 
to experience it.  

David Wylde (Director) 
and Laurence Cum-
mings (Music Director) 
were both thrilled by the entire weekend.‖ 

To see a variety of excellent photos, just go to the website 
tilbach.org.uk/reviews_Nigel_2010.htm  

        WBC has approved the extension 
of the CNS contract by a further one 
year (WBC Meeting 20 July) against 
the officers' recommendation of two 
years.  

But why has this happened in the face 
of so much opposition to the scheme 
that has been clearly articulated and 
presented to them from so many resi-
dents?  Perhaps we should take heart 
that Waverley Councillors are at long 
last standing up for themselves and 
have not followed their officer's line 
and have at least agreed to only the 
one year.   

Why does the contract need extending 
when it is palpably for a scheme so 
vast and unwieldy for Farnham, one 
so fraught with problems of scale and 
design, one that will lead to extreme 
issues of traffic congestion and pollu-
tion, not merely in the tortuous build-
ing phase but continuing throughout 
the appalling scheme's life should it 
ever come to be built?  

And why make this decision now 
when the contract isn‘t due to 
expire until the 31

st
 of Decem-

ber?  Doesn‘t this tie their 
hands?  

How many more times do the 
people of Farnham say to our 
councillors that they reject this 
scheme outright and that they, 
all Farnham's visitors and its 
businesses too deserve some-
thing far better. 

It is clear that the council has 
avoided any debate about pull-
ing out of the contract now by 
introducing a recommendation in 
July to extend the contract while it is 
still valid, instead of in December 
when such a debate would have 
been legitimate and sensible.  As 
things stand the issue will not be up 
for discussion until the end of 2011.   

The latest news is that Crest Nichol-
son are in difficulties again with a 

failed bail-out by Horizon due to a 
20% fall in UK housebuilding 
shares.  One wonders why our council 
is so determined to stick to these trou-
bled developers together with a 
scheme which seems doomed.          

 

 

 

Claque and Farnham's Community play project now launched. 

       The country‘s leading community play producers, Claque Theatre, 

together with strong local support have now launched this whole exciting 

project to create and perform a play about this area and for everyone who 

lives in and around this historic town. 

 

A group of local people wanted something special to celebrate Farnham 
and to bring the community together in a community play. Over the past 
few months, this group has been undertaking a feasibility study and pre-
paring a proposal and recommendations for an 18 month community arts 
project.  People came along to hear their findings and ideas and added 
some of their own. 

 

Jon Oram, of Claque Theatre and the country‘s leading Community Play Director explained what a community play is 
and how it can happen here. This ambitious project is open to everyone.  
 

Jeremy Hunt has already commented: 

      “I think this is a fantastic idea. Not only would a community play bring people together, it would be an excellent 

event for Farnham raising awareness of the array of artistic talent the town has to offer. I really hope local people will 

come out in force to the public meeting and show their support for this exciting venture”. Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
 

The inaugural meeting was set for people to find out more about what is hoped will be the start of a great creative ad-
venture for everyone, whether a part of the team or a member of the audience.  

 

If you missed this meeting and want to know how you can take part and contribute just contact Joe Michel on 0844 412 
5772 to get hold of details.  In fact, the next meeting is in the Lion and Lamb Bistro, Farnham on August 16 at 

7.30pm. Sounds good!  All are welcome!  

 
For more information check out these websites:  
www.ourfarnham.org.uk  and  
www.claquetheatre.com 
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East Street Car Park - former site of the Regal Cinema 
and a key part of CNS' scheme for redevelopment, still 
waiting for improvement, but is it at all likely to come 
from CNS? 

  Chairman's letter  
 

In case you didn't see it here is our Chairman's recent letter to the Farnham Herald; we trust you will  
agree that it deserves a wide readership and should act as a stimulus to further debate and action.                            

Dear Sir, 

     Last week David Cameron‘s ambition 
for ‗The Big Society‘ was launched.  He 
invited local people to create the kind of 
communities they want and said that 
Government will not stand in their way – 
and that Government is there to help. 
The Prime Minister said, ―If you‘ve got 
an idea to make life better, to improve 
your local area, tell us what you want to 
do and we will try to give you the tools 
to make this happen.‖  This is DIY taken 
to a new level! 

One way Farnham‘s quality of life could 
be improved on many levels is to have a 
genuine community theatre.   As a cul-
tural centre bringing all the arts to-
gether, a community theatre could pro-
vide cultural entertainment on a scale 
not possible elsewhere in the town, it 
would be an additional educational re-
source for our young people, for the 
University of the Creative Arts, for the 
disadvantaged, and above all to provide 
a lively social meeting place in the heart 
of the town. 

  

Previous Waverley administrations held 
that the Redgrave could be adequately 
replaced by Farnham Maltings and so the 
Council‘s subsequent decisions to demol-
ish the theatre have been largely based on 
that assumption.  This was unfortunate. It 
has long been established that the build-
ings are unsuitable for theatre, and be-
cause of this, performances there have 
necessarily been small scale, few and far 
between.  These are also aimed at audi-
ences, not specifically in Farnham but in 
counties all over the South East of Eng-
land. 

 
 People in Farnham may not realise that 
the Arts Council funds the Maltings Crea-
tive Arts Centre as a regional facility – not 
as a theatre resource for the Farnham 
community.   Therefore, the buildings have 
been used as a base by small outward-
bound touring theatre companies to serve 
Arts Council policy.  Sending out small 
theatre companies into rural communities 
is a creditable objective, but it has left 
Farnham out of the picture. 

  

We are bereft of a fine stage and auditorium 
and Farnham Rep actors have to provide their 
own marquee in which to perform.  The com-
munity has lost out. 

Mr. Cameron‘s message about the Big Society 
really does have relevance for the Farnham 
Theatre Association.  In 2006 we commis-
sioned a theatre consultant to draw up a plan 
for a Farnham theatre and the result fits per-
fectly into the new thinking – no Arts Council or 
Local Authority funding, but with community 
input, sponsorship and a clever ticket sales 
policy to create a viable theatre, it could all be 
possible. 

 With our MP‘s backing for an Arts Lottery 
Grant in 2012, we could be on the way for a 
new community theatre – or even for the resto-
ration of the Redgrave if it became available. 
Who knows what could be achieved with the 
Government now behind us? 

Yours faithfully, 

Anne Cooper  (FTA Chairman) 

Nigel of Tilford - a resounding success  

Photo: Copyright Farnham Herald         

 

http://www.ourfarnham.org.uk
http://www.claquetheatre.com


        

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S FEAST OF ENTERTAINMENT       

Success from our TWO BIG FUNDRAISING EVENTS! Success from our TWO BIG FUNDRAISING EVENTS!   

BIG BOOK SALE 

         In the middle of May, FTA held 

a Big Book Sale with the possibly 

unique but certainly unusual idea of 

selling all the books by weight.  

That made it easy for people to buy 

and goods very reasonably priced; it 

also saved us having to price indi-

vidual books.  

So it was a case of Weigh-And-Pay 

and Take-Away!   

 

 

  
Our publicity did capture the minds 

of passers-by and many who came 

along specially out to see us but 

unfortunately there just weren't 

enough of them to clear the stock. 

However, we made £300, which is a 

valuable contribution to help cam-

paigning.  

Very many thanks to Celia and 

Richard Sandars and all the helpers 

for their devoted work in organising 

the Big Book Sale.  

 

 

A quote from the Actors' Equity journal that 
might ring a few bells... 

      " Regional theatres are more than just build-
ings for the production of plays. They are symbols 
of community, they are resources for bringing to-
gether those from diverse backgrounds and they 
are an already existing and centralised resource 
for spreading excellent work across the nations. 

 

 

The loss of regional theatres represents a signifi-
cant threat to the maintenance of a healthy nation-
wide theatrical sector. They are where many audi-
ences make their first acquaintance  with theatre.  
Regional theatre is the pump that drives the na-
tions' theatre industry. It must be kept vital if the 
entire engine is not to stall." 

Contributed by Abigail McKern  

       Sam West, the actor and director wrote a perceptive piece in the Evening Standard in re-
sponse to the City Editors' stance on 'Why should the arts be spared the worst?' This was in 
support of the new Chancellor's proposal to cut 50% at the Department for Culture, Media and 
Sport. 

     ―Well, for two reasons (says Sam West): the arts are cheap, and they're profitable. 

The arts cost only 0.07 per cent of total public spending — 7p in every £100. The Arts Council 
theatre budget for 2008 was £54 million; in return, the theatre paid back £76 million in VAT in 
London alone. That's a 40 per cent dividend.  

Why doesn't the Chancellor want to fund that level of return? £54 million is one 30,000th of the 
sum used to bail out the banks".  

       He goes on to say 

"Theatres are not wasteful places. They already use the Big Society model of volunteers, interns and low wages. 
There's no fat left to cut. And the idea that artists deplore private money is nonsense; we've been gratefully 
squeezing every last drop of money from sponsors for years. Most philanthropy is London-based.  

Where will organisations outside the capital, where cultural life is less ―glamorous‖, find their rich backers?  Without 
them, smaller organisations in the arts pyramid will starve, and eventually there will be no one at the top. Of the 
187 Academy Award nominations given to Brits in the past 30 years, 145 went to people who started in the subsi-
dised theatre. Today's fringe produces tomorrow's Oscar winners". 

      And finally 

"A civilisation is judged by its culture. Name me one Ancient Greek accountant". 

Reproduced with permission from the Evening Standard 2.7.10. and is copyright.  

      The Frensham Pond Hotel provided a superb setting for the Farnham Theatre Association‘s Midsummer Night‘s 
Feast of Entertainment on Sunday 27

th
 June.   

FTA‘s guests were entertained by actors 
from the West End and the RSC.   FTA‘s 
celebrity auctioneer for the night was the 
multi-talented actor, broadcaster and au-
thor Michael Simkins.   

After costs we are well on the way to rais-
ing £2000 this summer towards the con-
tinuing campaign to restore a community 

theatre in Farnham.    

FTA Chairman Anne Cooper said, ―We are absolutely 
delighted that the event was such a success and that there were 
so many compliments, especially for the wonderful professional 
performers.    

FTA would like to thank all these actors who gave up their time 
freely to give such a high standard of work to support our cause 
and also thanks go to The Frensham Pond Hotel management for 
their co-operation and for their contribution in helping keeping 
costs to the minimum.  It was a very successful evening.‖ 

Jon Oram of Claque Theatre 
with Joe Michel and friends 
outside the hotel 

Abigail McKern who 
expertly organised all 
the professional cabaret 
performers. 

Michael Simkins with his two glamorous assistants, 
Liza Sadovy and Abigail McKern conduct the auction 

Actress Liza Sadovy displaying auction 
items at the Midsummer night's Feast 
of Entertainment.    

       FTA‘s own Olivier Award 
winner actress Abigail McKern 
is performing in the World Pre-
miere of a brand new play by 
Peter Nichols to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the Finbor-
ough Theatre, yet managed to 
organise so many wonderful and 
talented performers for this event 
whilst rehearsing!   
 
Our thanks also to her for such 
dedication and professionalism. 
 
This month she starts filming for 
an episode of the new Midsomer 
Murders now with Neil Dudgeon. 
Abigail points out that the series 
has already been presold to 200 
countries worldwide; again prov-
ing that the UK is still up there in 
the Drama stakes! 

The cabaret: 

     Guests were entertained by The Occasional Choir, a 
group formed by professional actors.  Led by Phyllida Han-
cock, other singers were Airlie Scott, Katerina Damvoglu, 
Alice Barclay, Nigel Pilkington and Chris Staines. They sang 
'My spirit sang all day' - Finzi; 'The bluebird' - Stanford; 'The 
long day closes' - Sullivan and finally 'The dark-eyed sailor' - 
Vaughan Williams. 
 
Chris Staines mentioned that the Sullivan song was chosen 

because of the connection with Brightwell House - and of 
his own  memories of being in the Redgrave Youth 
Theatre. 

 

 

Liza Sadovy 

 

     Liza Sadovy is performing in the 
role of Catherine de Brie in La Bête 
at the Comedy Theatre in the West 
End alongside Joanna Lumley.  
After the West End run the show 
will transfer to Broadway.    

Her show previewed on Saturday 
26 June and she then came to sing 
for us on Sunday 27th; she gave a 
stunning performance of “I’m Tone 
Deaf” by Flanders and Swan and 
“That’s Him” by Kurt Weil.  

Liza has had many distinctive roles 
in theatre, opera, TV, film and radio. 

 
 
Chris Logan   
 

    The young Irish actor and singer, Chris 
Logan performed brilliantly for us. One 
song was the quirky and unusual "Mr. Cello-

phane" from Chicago; he also read a piece from Alan Ben-
nett, called "Absolutely Marvellous!" about actors wanting 
admiration. Particularly funny, this was a real gem for the 
receptive audience.   
 
RADA trained, Chris recently worked opposite Celia Imrie 
and was in Nicholas Nickleby with Abigail McKern in the 
West End. He has already many credits to his name in film, 
TV, radio and in the theatre. 

Sam West 

The Auction 
        Our auctioneer Michael Simkins proved himself so able a wit and raconteur which led to an extremely successful auction, with 
every item sold.    Michael is a familiar face both on stage and television.  He has appeared in many plays: as Billy Flynn in the musi-
cal Chicago and most recently in Alan Ayckbourn‘s production of his own play, Taking Steps.   He was nominated Best Supporting 
Actor as Marco in the NT‘s production of Arthur Miller‘s A View From The Bridge. On TV he‘s appeared in hundreds of drama series 
and films.   He is also a well known author and journalist, having written three best-selling books: What’s My Motivation, Fatty Bat-
ter, and Detour De France.   He is also a regular contributor to national newspapers, and on Radio 4.  

Michael Simkins 

http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/related-94056-london-england.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/related-123566-big-society.do
http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/related-856-academy-awards.do

