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A political slant on the Arts 
FTA has the support of major political candidates: Jeremy Hunt (Conservative), Richard Mollett (Labour) and 

Mike Simpson (Liberal Democrat).  Here's what each of them say to FTA about culture and the arts. 

From James Bolam and Sue Jameson’s letter to FTA  

      "Have just received 
the latest newsletter. I 
think that's such a 
good letter that you 
(Anne Cooper) sent to 
Waverley Council.  Is 
there a ray of light at 
the end of the tunnel at 
last?  It does seem like 
it from this latest news. 

We take off our hats to 
you all, and send our support as always, even if only from afar.  
Like everyone, we'd love to see a theatre back on that site, and 
you certainly deserve one. 

 

Let's hope that one day we'll all be sitting in the stalls of a rejuve-

nated Redgrave, or even up on the stage again. Maybe Wait-
ing in the Wings by Noel Coward would be appropriate by 
then! 

We are filming Series 7 of New Tricks at the moment, and then 
off to Cardiff for the third series of the children's show Grandpa in 
My Pocket, which is gaining us some younger fans. In it Jim 
plays a grandpa who shrink when he puts on his magic cap. Only 
he and his grandson know the secret of the cap.  Many adven-
tures follow!  And I'm his ghastly sister who keeps interfering, and 
complaining - great fun. 

Very best wishes to all there and all power to your elbows!" 

James Bolam and Sue Jameson 

Jeremy Hunt (Conservative) 

    I have been 

Shadow Culture 
Secretary for nearly 
three years now, 
and I consider it a 
tremendous privi-
lege. The arts in 
Britain are a huge 
success and I want 
to build on this. My 
approach is based 
on three core princi-

ples: secure, long-term funding for the 
arts, based on the mixed economy and the 
arm‟s length principle; excellence in every-
thing the arts does; enjoyment of the arts 
by as many people as possible, of every 
age and from every background.  

So what would we actually do? First we 
will reform the National Lottery and return 
it to its original aims of supporting the arts, 
heritage, sport and the voluntary sector. 
Since 1998 the Government has diverted 
almost £3.5 billion from these original good 
causes into its own pet projects. Under our  

 

plans the arts will benefit from a greater 
share of Lottery funding than they do now. 
On current figures this would mean around 
£50 million extra going to arts organisa-
tions.  

We will also do what we can to boost pri-
vate giving and help cultural organisations 
build up endowments. We will make public 
funding available on a matched funding 
basis to institutions which are committed to 
these up. And George Osborne has com-
mitted to longer term funding settlements 
for those organisations that are serious 
about establishing an endowment. Fi-
nally we will reform both gift aide and the 
rules around how organisations can thank 
their donors.  

To ensure that our great cultural organisa-
tions like the Tate and British Museum 
have the freedom to make the most of 
these new opportunities for philanthropy 
we will also legislate to create a new ad-
ministrative status for the cultural organi-
sations that are currently classified as 
quangos.  

 

They should be able to raise and spend 
money from the private sector free from 
the grip of the Treasury. Last month, my 
Shadow Arts Minister, Ed Vaizey, and 
I built upon the commitments outlined by 
George with the publication of an Arts 
Manifesto. In this paper we laid out exactly 
what a Conservative Government would 
do to support the arts and you can view 
this in full on the Shadow DCMS website: 

 http://www.shadowdcms.co.uk/
newsshow.aspx?ref=218 

Through these proposals, we hope to 
play a part in building a society rich in its 
emotional register; deep in its self-
knowledge; and broad and tolerant in its 
outlook. In short, I simply want the arts to 
receive the support they so deserve. 

Jeremy Hunt - Conservative MP and 
Shadow Culture Secretary  

Richard Mollett (Labour) 

Since becoming the Labour Party candi-
date two years ago, I have been delighted 
to give the Farnham Theatre Association 
and its campaign my full support. The han-
dling of the Redgrave Theatre by succes-
sive Waverley councillors over the years is 
nothing short of scandalous.    
  
If it was a major London venue being 
treated in the same way, I am sure there 
would be a national outcry.  As it is, a huge 
amount of work needs to be done just to 

keep the issue up the agenda and at the forefront of people‟s 
minds.  The FTA continues to make an unanswerable case for 
either its re-opening, or a new alternative high quality 
venue.  With seemingly everyone in Farnham in support, it is 
high time that the Council worked together with the FTA to arrive 
at a solution. 
  
Too often, the arts get left behind in the debate about develop-
ment, and yet they should be a top priority.  There is an intrinsic 
value to the culture which lies at the heart of its importance to our  

 

society.  But at the same time, it plays a supporting role in other 
parts of our lives, through creating more attractive places to live 
and work, to helping drive economic regeneration.  

Whilst the importance of the arts is not a source of political de-
bate, the funding of them very much is.  The Labour Government 
has increased investment in the arts by 83% since 1997 and 
through its new “Night Less Ordinary” programme has distributed 
50,000 free tickets to young people in England, to help them en-
joy theatre, often for the first time. 
The ability to enjoy culture and the arts must never be a privilege 
that only the wealthy can enjoy.  Nor should it be confined to the 
big cities.  
  
That is why the work of the FTA is so important.  Farnham has a 
proud and long tradition as a centre for the arts in our re-
gion.  With the FTA leading the way I am sure that this will con-
tinue long into the future.    

 

Richard Mollett, Labour Parliamentary Candidate for South 
West Surrey. 

 

 

See over for Mike Simpson (Liberal Democrat) 

 

Our deepest sympathies to the family of Corin Redgrave following his sad loss to us all. 
Here are some salutary words and thoughts for us all which he prepared for a seminar:  

“Why keep the Redgrave Theatre”,  May 2004. 
 
[This was read aloud by John Levitt. Corin was rehearsing for his role of King Lear at Strat-
ford and had sent his apologies to the meeting]. 

          “The neglect and semi-ruin of a theatre so generously named after my father, hardly a 
quarter of a century after it was built, seemed to me symbolic of the transitory and imperma-
nence of the actor‟s art and of its place in our society.  It is a paradox.  Our country, I think, is 
permanently good at this most impermanent art.  My interest in the Redgrave is partly famil-
ial.  It pains me more than I can adequately express to see it in its present state.  But I am 
mainly interested in what its revival could accomplish. 

One is acutely aware of all the theatres within a certain radius which now compete for audi-
ences and for funding.  Hence I do not believe that a revived Redgrave could ever begin to 
thrive if it only offered what it did so well before.  It would thrive, I believe in the measure that Farnham and its theatre should be-
come as synonymous with excellence as that pretty village in Sussex, Glyndebourne, has become. 

I would establish a foundation for the study of acting.  The Redgrave would be a school, and a theatre.  A school, primarily for gradu-
ate actors who would be paid both as students and as performers.  Its teachers would be directors and actors from Europe and 
America. 

I would dedicate the next five years of my life, and a negotiable part of what remains, if any, to such a project.”  

Corin Redgrave   May 2004 

And sad indeed to relate also the death of Christopher Cazenove. 

Christopher played Richard II in Graham Watkin's production at the Redgrave with his ex-

wife Angharad Rees in 1991. In a long career in theatre and radio, it was the American TV 

soap Dynasty which brought him international fame. 

Erratum 
We apologise for an error in the piece on "Edwardian Farnham" in a previous newsletter where we stated that Harold     

Falkner designed the Farnham Council Offices. Ewbank Smith on page 61 of his book of that name wrote: " Harold        

Falkner..... was attracting attention as an architect of great promise.....his plan for the Farnham Council offices had 

been exhibited at the Royal Academy".  The piece goes on to say that Paxton Watson had been asked to design 

tables and chairs for the Chamber". FTA drew the wrong conclusion by assuming that Harold Falkner did design the 

Farnham Council Offices, whereas it was in fact Paxton Watson. 
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Mike Simpson (Liberal Democrat) 

Mike Simpson, the Lib Dem Parliamentary Candidate, attended 
a FTA meeting last year to meet Commit-
tee members. He also filmed interviews 
in September 2009 around the Redgrave 
Theatre site and this film can be viewed 
at: www.youtube.com/mikesimpsontv   

(Click on the film labelled „Mike Simpson: 
Farnham and East Street‟) 

Mike writes, “It might not make the head-
lines like mansion taxes or upping pay for 
the armed forces, but the Liberal Democ-
rats Arts policy, „The Power of Creativity‟, 
may have a longer-lasting impact, be-

cause it could lead to a cultural legacy for our Country. Don Fos-
ter, our Shadow Culture Minister, says “the future we want is a 
country fulfilling its creative potential”. The economic recession 
has raised questions about the financial sustainability of the arts  

 

in Britain. The Liberal Democrats will keep public funding at cur-
rent levels but change taxation on the National Lottery which 
could generate as much as £270m extra funding for good 
causes.Government has a key role in facilitating creativity and 
we will all benefit from vibrant creative industries. Local govern-
ment also needs the power to use culture as a regenerative 
force, not merely a romantic spectacle. 

The proposed redevelopment of the Redgrave Theatre site has 
stalled due to the financial crisis. The Farnham Theatre Associa-
tion‟s (FTA) attempt to save the theatre or to see it replaced in 
the town is in line with the aspirations of the local community. I 
support those aspirations provided that any theatre is financially 
sustainable, with reasonable and affordable governmental    
support”. 

Mike Simpson, Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for 
South West Surrey.  

 

TWO BIG FUNDRAISING EVENTS THIS YEAR!TWO BIG FUNDRAISING EVENTS THIS YEAR!  

  Big Book Sale 

  
 

On Saturday 15 May, United Reformed Church Hall, 

South Street, Farnham, 2.00 to 4.30 pm. 

A novel idea? 

Sale books can be yours for just £1 a pound. 

It’s Weigh-And-Pay and Take-Away! 

There‟ll be specials, like really good, ready priced    
hardbacks, plus a few freebies for folk who come early.   
Music and films, DVDs, CDs and LPs, all going cheap. 

And, if you are able to help us on Saturday May 15 by 
manning a stall or encouraging customers to fill their 

bags, that would be very much appreciated. Ideally we 
would like helpers there between 12.30 and 5.50.pm.  If 

you can help please call Celia on 01252 726420.  

Don't miss the Big Book Sale! 

 

 

 

Midsummer Night's Feast of    

Entertainment  

Frensham Pond Hotel 
Sunday Evening 27 June, 7.00 for 7.30pm 

You mustn't miss our wonderful midsummer fundraising 

event at the Frensham Pond Hotel. 

Feast on a delicious supper and enjoy a professional 
Cabaret - with performers from the West End and  

The Royal Shakespeare Company. 

Enjoy our Celebrity Auction with Michael Simkins - 
unique and desirable theatre memorabilia, superb   
tickets with back stage tours and very much more. 

 
Book your tickets to receive a list of auction lots. 

It’s going to be a night to remember and tickets are 

only £30 a head! 

We really do promise you a Midsummer Night‟s Feast 
of Entertainment! 

For more details of the menu, auction items and to 
book, complete your enclosed Booking Form.  

 

Want to ask questions? 

One way for the public to put questions to their local parliamentary candidates: log into this national site.  

There are already questions about the Redgrave! 

 www.democracyclub.org.uk   

This is a way of getting candidates to see what concerns their constituents. 

How one man's campaign saved a theatre from going under   

We expect to have a talk from Chris Jaeger, Chief Executive of the Swan Theatre, Worcester 

later in September on how the theatre has been rescued from going dark and how he has brought 

it back to success.   

This will, we are sure prove to be a big draw to all theatre enthusiasts in this area. We hope to 

hear more about financing, about the programme and about the organisation needed to achieve 

this remarkable turn-around.  More details to follow soon.  

 

        Don't forget to send in your views on the CN con-

struction traffic application WA/2010/0372 which will ei-

ther cause up to 50 years of nature despoliation with an A 

31 access bridge or will cause more traffic congestion 

and pollution for about 2 years on our streets if the lorries 

come through the town.  

 

The more of us object to these plans, the sooner we can 

have a smaller development in line with residents wishes 

with the inclusion of a theatre! 

 

 

Details can be found at planning online on   

 

www.waverley.gov.uk   

 

or you can get information from the Farnham Council  

Office, South Street.   

East Street and the construction proposals 

Full Tilt for Nigel of Tilford 

          Nigel of Tilford, by Rosemary Wisbey, the community opera due to be performed on June 12 and 13 in     
Tilford Church, is now in full rehearsal.  Director, David Wylde has a total cast of 48, made up of four professional        
principals, two choirs of 8 and 12, and a supporting cast of 24 combining to create a first for Farnham.   

Music Direction will be by Laurence Cummings, Head of Historical Performance at the Royal Academy 
of Music. With a story set in medieval times and derived from a 1906 novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, 
this opera embraces a heady mix of swashbuckling romance with songs, dances, fights, a royal ban-
quet and a night-time storm at sea.  Batten down the hatches. On 12 and 13 June, Tilford's community opera will be 
blowing into town. For Box Office details call 01428 713338 or email tilford.opera@btinternet.com. 

Redgrave Reminiscences and Castle Recollections 

Since the last newsletter when we ran an article about Richard Cordery, he very kindly adds:  

Richard Cordery in  

Spring Awakening  

    "Thanks for forwarding your 
newsletter and your tireless work in 
attempting to raise the Redgrave 
from the ashes. 

I went there straight from 
RADA with Ian Mullins in May 
1975 and returned for a long 
and blissful 15 months with 
David Horlock.  Like many  
actors I have nothing but the 

fondest memories of the building and the people 
who supported our work. I'm now at the NT with Ian 
Bartholomew with whom I was in Horlock's Guys 
and Dolls. So many of us started there. 

If there is ever anything I can do to help in the com-
munity's efforts to restore theatre to Farnham I'd be 
very happy to oblige.  
 
All success for 2010 
 
Richard Cordery"                                              

And from FTA files here is an old Redgrave programme 
celebrating that Theatre's 5th birthday as well as the 40th 
for the Castle. See who is third down in the cast list... 
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